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MEMBERS PRESENT:

Presi dent John O G ady
Commi ssi oner Kevin L. Boyce

ALSO PRESENT:

Jeani ne Humrer, Franklin County First Assistant
Prosecuti ng Attorney

Brittany Razek, Clerk to the Board of
Commi ssi oners and Director of Community
Appoi nt ment s

Zak Tal arek, Franklin County O fice of Managenent
and Budget Director

Kennith W1 son, Franklin County Adm nistrator

M chael Ruehrnmund, Deputy Cerk to the Board of
Comm ssi oners

Janes Ransey, Franklin County Drai nage Engi neer

Adam Fowl er, Franklin County Drai nage Engi neer

Ni ck Solis, Governnent Affairs Liaison

SPEAKER LI ST:

Ant hony Sasson, Resi dent

M chel | e Stayrook, Resident
Ti m Shade, Resi dent

Dani el | e Rohrbach, Resi dent
Lance Randol ph, Resi dent
Jenni f er Bevi ngton, Resident
Mel i ssa Wod, Resi dent
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PROCEEDI NGS

PRESI DENT O GRADY: (Good norni ng,
everyone. First of all, if you mght please --
before we begin the adm nistrative hearing for the
Mando Ditch Petition, and I'll call it to order,

I f you m ght please nmute your phones. That woul d
be great. And then | will call the Mando -- the
final hearing of the Mando Ditch Petition to
order. | wll have the clerk read the hearing and
the process into the record.

THE CLERK: Thank you, M. President.
This matter has been set today for final hearing
of the petition to inprove Mando Ditch as set
forth in ORC Chapter 6131.

Any docunents or evidence you wish to
submt into the record, please do so at the tine
of your presentation. All wtnesses who testify
in this matter shall state their full nanme and
address or parcel nunber, and be sworn in by
nyself, the clerk, prior to their testinony.

Before starting the hearing and prior

to hearing testinony, | would |like all nenbers of
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the County Engineer's Ofice to please rise for
t heir oath.

(The Franklin County engineers are duly
sworn in.)

THE CLERK: Thank you very nuch. And
wth that, M. President, I'll turn it back to
you.

PRESI DENT O GRADY: Al right. So,
Madam Clerk, if you could -- well, you have
al ready sworn in the Engineer's Ofice.

THE CLERK: Are we okay to proceed?

PRESI DENT O GRADY: Yeah. If you
coul d, go ahead.

THE CLERK: M. Engi neer, whenever
you' re ready.

MR FOAER. Al right. Good norning,
Commi ssioners. M nane is Adam Fowl er, Franklin
County Engi neer and Franklin County Drainage
Engi neer.

On February 24th, 2022, a ditch
petition was filed by Frank Mando and 11 ot her
property owners seeking a renedy for the flooding
I ssues occurring within the watershed along Mrris

and Patterson Roads in Brown Township. This
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triggered the ditch-petition process set forth by
the Chio Revised Code.

On May 1st, 2022, the Board conducted
the viewing of the area, and on June 8th, 2022,
the first hearing was conducted. After the
hearing, the Board directed the Engineer's Ofice
to prepare plans, estimates, and a schedul e of
assessnents for the proposed inprovenents to the
wat ershed. W have done so, and | have prepared
and submtted to the Board the final report and
schedul e of assessnents on August 27th, 2026.

W are now at the final hearing for you
to determ ne whether or not to proceed with the
construction of all, some, or no portions of the
project and to confirmthe assessnents.

Comm ssioners, for the benefit of those
here, the ditch-petition process is guided by
state |l aw and we have to foll ow those
requirenments. Ditch petitions are used when
property owners have drai nage issues that require
a regi onal drainage solution, and they require the
county assistance to identify a solution and
acquire property rights to inplenent it.

The County cannot sol ve the problemon
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Its own because the solution always involves
maki ng i nprovenents outside the public

ri ght-of-way, and we have no jurisdiction on
private property. W are brought into this
process because residents needed assistance. It
was not a project we are proposing. W have
utilized our resources and engaged consultants to
find the best solutions for the drai nage issues in
this watershed at the | owest possible cost to the
resi dents.

Ji m Ransey, Franklin County Riparian
and Environnental Engineer, along with Nick Solis,
Governnent Affairs Liaison, wll present the
proposed i nprovenents and can answer any questions
you or the residents nmay have here.

MR. SOLIS: Thank you. Good norning,
Comm ssioners. N ck Solis, Government Affairs
Li ai son; for Franklin County, Engi neer and
Dr ai nage Engi neer, Adam Fow er.

Comm ssioners, | just wanted to take
this opportunity to present to you that there were
over 95 correspondences that were received by the
County, both by the Engineer's Ofice and by the

Clerk's Ofice, pertaining to this project. They
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were received at different tinmes, initially in
2025, after we conducted our first public
I nformation neeting; and again, earlier this
summer in June of 2026, when we conducted anot her
public information neeting; and again | ast week
and this week, correspondence has been received as
we conducted our final public information neeting
| ast week on the 15th of Septenber.

Al l of those correspondences have been

provided to you and your staff for your review

They will be part of the record. | will be making
a notion later -- or I will be requesting that
they will be introduced as a part of the record

formally, a little bit later in the proceedi ngs.
Additionally, we did receive a
correspondence fromthe Brown Township Board of
Trustees. They had nade a request to read their
letter into the record, as they are a public body
and a Board, it's not possible for themto
personal ly appear -- to individually appear at
t hi s proceedi ng.
Sol will read their letter that we
recei ved | ast night, Septenber 21, '26. The

letter is dated Septenber 21, '26, addressed to
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the Franklin County Conm ssioners, 373 South Hi gh
Street, 26th Floor, Colunbus, Ohio 43215.

"Dear Honorabl e Comm ssioners, the
Board of Trustees of Brown Townshi p supports the
proposed 'Area 2 only' drai nage project submtted
for your consideration at your hearing on
Sept enber 22nd. Previously, we approved and
submtted a resolution against the entire Mando
Ditch petition project."”

"The Franklin County Drai nage Engi neers
Departnment worked diligently to find a solution
for property owners in the sub watershed after
listening to feedback fromthe residents and the
trustees. W applaud these efforts and the
departnent's tireless work on this project.”

“Sincerely, the Brown Township
Trustees: Pam Sayre, Joe Martin, and Pete Marsh."

Comm ssioners, as | stated, these --
all the correspondences were provided to you and
your staff. They have al so been nmade avail abl e on
the Franklin County Engineer's website, for the
public to access and review, as well.

| will also note, finally, that notices

of this final hearing were provided by the Cerk's
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Ofice, to all the residents wthin the watershed
via certified mail, as required by statute. And
publ i cati on was made via the Col unbus D spatch,
again, as required by statute. And the affidavit
of publication has been provided to the Cerk, and
that is a part of the record as well.

Now M. Ransey will present the
presentation -- the PowerPoint presentation.
Thank you.

MR. RAMSEY: (Good norni ng,

Conmi ssioners. Jim Ransey, Riparian and
Envi ronnental Engi neer with the Franklin County
Dr ai nage Engi neer's Ofi ce.

So earlier -- the introduction slide,
and then this is the schedule that we went
through. So this project has been in devel opnent
for quite sone tine. The petition was filed in
February of '24. Then per the code, we had the
viewng on May 5 of '21 and the first hearing on
June 8th of '21.

It's been in the engi neering study and
desi gn phase through '21 to '24, and then in March
of '24 we had a public invol venent neeti ng.

Spring of '26, we had an additi onal
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public-invol verent neeting. And then in the
sumrer of '26, we got property owner feedback
again. So -- and then, here, we are at the final
heari ng and recomendati ons for you all.

Proj ect background: The Mando
| mprovenent was petitioned, or initiated, by Frank
Mando, but then 11 ot her people al so petitioned.
As you will see in the future slides, the drainage
probl ens are throughout this | arge watershed. And
then the petition included work to clean,
construct, install tile, relocate, and basically
do whatever work is necessary to give a proper
drai nage outlet to the people who petitioned you
all for a drainage inprovenent.

Here is a map of the watershed, and the
dots there show the peopl e who signed the
petition. So as we -- it's inportant because as
we get into design, we want to cone up with a
design that gets an outlet to all those people.

It wouldn't necessarily solve every problem They
may need to do sonething on their property to
connect into it, but they would have an option,
where now they really struggle with that because

they need to get across private property or road
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11

right-of-way to be able to drain the project.

A lot of the project, if you |look at
It, is not any one thing. The problens are pretty
wel | spread out through the watershed. In sone
areas they are worse than others. Wth the
hi story of the condition, it basically was an
agricultural area that is now still some
agricultural but predom nantly | arge-| ot
residential, and that requires a -- asks for a
hi gher | evel of service than an ag field does.

But in addition to that, the
farmfields tiles are very old. There were sone
petitioned tiles there, that were done, that were
over 100 years old, and then private drai nage that
we don't know how ol d, but they're substantially
old. And as tinme goes by, those will deteriorate
naturally. The tiles will eventually crack and
break and col | apse in sone areas.

But the other thing that happens is the
tiles that were installed privately, that worked
for the farmfields people, they weren't really
mapped wel |, so people didn't know where they are.
So as people conme in and build houses and do

gradi ng around their houses and things |ike that,
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they can unintentionally interrupt drainage
patterns and also interrupt drainage tile systens.

And then honeowners |i ke trees and
things, and often trees will put roots down into
the systemand plug themthat way. |In addition to
that, there's not any one thing that sonebody did.
There are not things out here that people did
intentionally to cause the problem it's just tine
and change of use.

Here are sone inmages that we can go
t hrough. Sone of themare submtted by property
owners, so that we don't have dates and rain
events for them But you can see the events
t hrough the watershed. And then we will have sone
others that are -- that we know, that we took, and
we know the date they were taken and the rain
event that preceded them

Here are sonme videos. So this is a
drone video, it's not too long, submtted by a
property owner and show ng that way that the
drai nage problens are distributed -- really
distributed throughout. And it's, as you can see,
quite a |l arge area.

And | do have sone ot her videos here,
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but 1'mgoing to go past them But in the

I nterest of being brief, because I know we have a
| ot of people who are going to want to speak on
the petition, but if sonebody wants to see them
|l et me know and I'lIl show you those. These are
addi ti onal photographs submtted by property
owners. These are ones that are off of Mrris
Road from Frank Mando's house.

This is a quarter-inch rain event.

Just for background, a one-year rain event woul d
be about 2.25 inches in 24 hours; a five-year rain
event woul d be about 3.25 inches in 24 hours. So
this was not a big rain event, nor this one. So

t hat event exceeded a one-year event, and this
event exceeded a five-year event.

Project overview Because the area is
so big and it had so many areas, we broke it down
into different areas that could be separate --
could be really three separate systens. But we
did break it into four because of the size of it.
So you have areas one through four and I'Il go
t hrough them each individually.

| f you can see ny pointer, this is area

one; this is area two; this is area three; and
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this is area four. So each drainage area, and
then we'll be able to see the inprovenents
pr oposed.

Area one is fairly small. It just has
a pi pe proposed coning up, here.

Area two, the work is, here, to instal
a pipe; clean out sedinment fromthe ditch here;
and just renove debris or blockages fromthe ditch
here, |ike woody debris or things |like that; and
then replace sone culverts on private property
that are not the right size for it, so they are
fairly small. [It's just for people to get over to
the back part of their property.

Area three, primarily Morris Road. So
it would clean out this section of the ditch,
agai n, just renoving bl ockages and sedi nent
removal as needed, and then install a |arge
30-inch pipe going up here and then anot her pipe
goi ng up this way.

So that's a pretty big project. These
pi ctures show where sone of the old pipes were and
how t hey cross properties. W tried to avoid that
because it splits people's properties with the

easenent and we just didn't want to -- the code
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asks us not to do that if we can avoid it.

And then area four, primarily Patterson
Road are properties there. So it has a pipe
starting up here on Patterson Road that cones
down, crosses these properties in the back of
them and then a pipe that conmes up in the back of
those properties as well.

So the assessnent schedul e that we have
I's broken up by parcels. Each parcel is assessed
based on the guideline the code gives. W take
into consideration the things that it tells us to
take into consideration, and I'l|l get to that on
t he next slide.

Road rights-of-way can al so be assessed
if they drain into the area. And we have that for
Frankl in County and Brown Township. The
properties, the parcels, are only assessed for the
portion of the project that they use. So the
result of that, as you' ve seen in other petitions,
Is that the assessnent anount gets heavily
wei ghted towards the upstream end of the project,
because they use the entire thing that you're
bui | di ng, where sonebody at the downstream end

only uses what's downstream of them and so their
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assessnent ends up being nmuch lighter. You wll
see that in a future slide, that our -- you know,
our opposition to this is also heavily wei ghted

towards that upstream end on the eastern side

because of the -- primarily because of the cost, |
bel i eve.

There are -- you know, we | ook at the
assessnent factors for each parcel. And then we

are going to recommend a 15-years assessnent
schedul e, which is the nmaxi rum you could do for
anyt hi ng that you approve, to collect the noney
back over 15 years fromthe property owners.

There are 91-total parcels assessed, and then al so
the right-of-way for Franklin County and Brown
Townshi p.

The cal cul ation of the assessnent, what
it takes into consideration is the area, so how
big the parcel is, the use of the area, is it
agricultural, residential, comercial, and
basically how does it affect runoff rates. So a
wooded | ot that's not used for anything but is
wooded and natural is the very | owest, ag and
agricultural, and then we added a second version

of residential here because the |ots are so big.
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So you have residential that's a -- we
counted a half-acre for where the hones are on a
| arge lot residential, and the remai nder of it was
resi dential one, which was a | ower rate because
they're usually just big yards.

How far away it is fromthe inprovenent
matters. So if you're right next to the
| nprovenent, it's, you know, basically the ful
anount of what you get up to there. But if you're
back sone, it discounts it, because you're far
fromwhere the inprovenent is

And then how much of the inprovenent --
t he proposed i nprovenent that you use. The code
defines "benefit from' or "benefit" as if your
wat er goes there. And that's often concerning for
peopl e because a | ot of residents will say, |
don't have a drai nage problem so | don't benefit
fromthem because | don't have a problemto solve.
But the way the code reads is if your water drains
to the area, or drains to the inprovenent, you
benefit. So I'm not speaking for or against the
i dea of that. | understand the sentinent from
property owners, but we have to do it the way the

code tells us to do it.
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The cost estinmate, so area one,
$176, 645; area two, $376,574; area three is
$1, 289, 790; and area four, $2,084,000. And then
the total, if you were to do all-four sections,
which is not what we're reconmendi ng, woul d be
$3.9 mllion.

The County Engi neer and the Brown
Townshi p officers have agreed the County Engi neer
wll take the direct assessnent for area four,
which is Patterson Road right-of-way. So all of
the work in the Patterson Road right-of-way would
get assessed by the Franklin County Engi neer's
Ofice. That's not required by code. The
Franklin County Engineer's Ofice is volunteering
to do that, but then also take their regular
assessnent.

And t hen Brown Townshi p has road
right-of-ways in area two and area three. And
they have agreed to take all the assessnents in
their road right-of-way in addition to their --
addi ti onal assessnents for the other parts of the
pr oj ect .

| mportant to note, with Brown Township

Is Nck said, they said, "If you approve these
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sections, we want to take this direct

assessnent -- we want to take this assessnent on
as a Township." But that's not saying that they
wanted you to build them particularly, area

t hree.

They did that initially for all the
whol e petition, all of it together. Now they've
cone back and said area two, they are in favor of.
But they have told us, areas one, three, and four,
they are not in favor of.

These are -- this is a map show ng the
comment fornms that we've received since we were in
the final phase of devel opnent, so this | ast
phase. W napped them out so you can see. In
area one, we have only negatives. Area two, we
have positives all over -- in favors of are green
here. So those are people in favor of the
petition.

But as you get further upstream and
area two does extend up here to sone of these
ones, so there, the water drains down through
here. So red is against the petition. And in
area three and area four, you can see prinmarily,

you have peopl e against the petition.
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And again as stated earlier, the fact
of that is -- and purple was basically just saying
that they sent in coments forns. They said
things in favor of it, things against it.
Primarily the things against it were the cost.

And the people at the east end, which is the
upstream end, their assessnents end up being
significantly | arger, because they use the entire
thing -- when you do it.

The way we set this up, area one can be
| nproved or dism ssed i ndependently. Area two can
be approved or dism ssed i ndependently. Area
three can only be approved if area four is
approved. And area four could be approved or
di sm ssed i ndependent|y.

The range of assessnents in area one
is -- the lowest is $543; the highest is $22, 639.
The range of assessnents for area two: The | owest
is $10; the highest is $19,801. 1In area three the
range of assessnents is $43 up to $56, 379. And
area four, the | ow assessnent's $14; the hi ghest
assessnment is $98, 510.

It's inmportant to note that sone

properties are in nore than one area. So if we
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approved all of it, sonme people would have

cunul ative assessnents for different areas. And
t he hi ghest assessnent in that case is $114, 000.
And then the nmax over 15 years would be 76 --
agai n, not what we are recomending to you, but
that's how it comes out because the project is so
big -- such a big area. It's a large pipe and a
| arge | ength of pipe to be install ed.

W had 31 witten comments against, 4
witten corments that were unclear, 5 witten
comments in favor. And as we tal ked about Brown
Townshi p. They have now conmuni cated that they're
in favor of area-two only. And when we took those
coments fromthe property owners, they were not
doing -- they were not giving us their in favor
of, or against, by-area. They were giving us in
favor of, or against, for the entire thing.

So there were -- out of the 12 people
who signed the petition, three have given coments
In favor, two have given comments agai nst, and
we' ve got one uncl ear conment.

| think | tal ked about the assessnents
bei ng wei ghted towards the upstream end and the

comments in favor are all located in area two. As
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we go through that, it's inportant to note,
because area three drains through area two, people
who live in area three, up here, will also be
assessed for area two if it's built. It won't
only be the people who live in area two.

W are recommendi ng to you that you
build area two and -- or approve area two, and
di sm ss areas one, three, and four. The key
factor for this recomendation is cost versus
benefit.

And the reason we did that is the code
asks us to give you our opinion of what the cost
versus benefit of the project is. |If it's all ag,
that's fairly easy because we got docunents of
studi es of how crop yields differ when you install
dr ai nage systens, and you can cal cul ate the
difference in crop yield and advantage if it's
worth it or not. But in an area |ike this where
you have a |l ot of large-lot residential, we --
iIt'"s really hard to do that in a way that that we
feel like, we have a certainty of what the cost
benefit is. So we did -- you know, we | ooked at
it and had our opinion. W |ooked at it and then

|istened to the feedback fromthe residents and
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wei ghted that very heavily, in our opinion,
because of the cost of it. And there is the
contact information, and Conm ssioners, if you
have any questions, | would be happy to answer
t hem now.

PROSECUTOR HUMVER: Conm SsSi oners,
Jeani ne Humrer, First Assistant Chief Counsel of
the Franklin County Prosecutor's Ofice.

| want to first nmake clear that as
| egal counsel to the Board, we are only -- we are
not advocating one position or another. W are
nmerely providing | egal counsel to the Board. W
do represent the Engineer's Ofice, but for
pur poses of this hearing, we are not advocating on
behal f of the Engineer's Ofice. W are strictly
representing the Board with regard to gui dance on
t hi s heari ng.

Secondly, after hearing the testinony
of the Engineer's Ofice, the first step here is
to determ ne whether any of the residents or
I ndi vi dual s who are present, who actually live
Wi thin the watershed, which is a requirenent of
law in order to participate in this hearing, have

any questions for any of the individuals who spoke
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t oday and provided testinony.

| f you have a question, nowis the tine
for you to ask those questions, before the Board
actual ly participates in asking questions.

Does anyone have any questions of the
I ndi vi dual s?

PROSECUTOR HUVMER:  You need to go up
to the podiumif you have a question.

UNKNOMN SPEAKER:  So this isn't the
public comrent section; this is just to ask
guestions to the engi neers.

PROSECUTOR HUMMER:  Correct. Al
right. Gven that there are no questions in
cross-exam nation of these individuals, the Board
may ask any clarifying questions of the w tnesses
who have testified.

COW SSI ONER BOYCE: M. President, |
don't have any questions for the witness, but | do
have a question for the Prosecutor's Ofice.

Just to be clear, when we vote on the

resol ution, we are voting on the recommendati on of

the Engineer's Ofice. It's a "yes" or "no" on
the recommendation of the engineer's office.

PROSECUTOR HUMVER:  You have before
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you, because this is an adm nistrative heari ng,
just like a court, you will have the opportunity
to vote on what is before you, which is one of the
resol utions, which is accepting the Engineer's

O fice. However, you are not bound by that
recommendati on. You can nmake any changes, you can
dismss it as a whole, which is another, or you
can accept one and two and dism ss three and four.

COW SSI ONER BOYCE:  Ckay.

PROSECUTOR HUMMER: So you, just |like a
trial, have the ability to nake a deci sion based
on the evidence you have heard.

COW SSI ONER BOYCE: (Okay. Do we get
robes to wear? W can't wear robes?

PROSECUTOR HUMMER: If you do this
well, we will get it next tine.

COW SSI ONER BOYCE: Ckay. All right.

PRESI DENT O GRADY: Madam Prosecut or,
are you finished?

PROSECUTOR HUMMVER: So at this point,
any resident who lives within the watershed may
proceed with providing testinony. And it's very
I nportant that you provide your nane, your

address, and whether or not you live within the
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wat er shed.

THE CLERK: So at this time, | wll
call folks up one by one who have subm tted
speaker slips today. Again, as the prosecutor has
nmenti oned, please state your nane clearly and your
address or parcel nunber.

So first I wll have Anthony Sasson
cone up.

PROSECUTOR HUMVER: Conm ssi oner, do
you want to pause the hearings since one of the
i ndividuals who -- it's an adm nistrative hearing
unli ke | egislation.

COW SSI ONER BOYCE: It would really be
up to Conm ssioner O Gady because --

PROSECUTOR HUMVER: | think we have to
pause because it's a trial.

(A short recess is taken.)

PRESI DENT O GRADY: Sorry about that.
| didn't realize we had to have a quorum He wl|
be right back.

PROSECUTOR HUMMER:  You may begi n.

PRESI DENT O GRADY: Sorry about that.

THE CLERK: Pl ease state your nane --

first and | ast nane, since there is sonebody
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transcribing this, as well as your address or
par cel nunber.

MR. SASSON:. Good norning. M nane is
Ant hony Sasson, 8351 Patterson Road, Hilliard. |
am a | andowner in area four and know the area in
Big Darby Creek well, having worked professionally
on conservation at Big Darby Creek since 2001.

First, | thank M. Fow er, Franklin
County Drai nage Engi neer, for proposing to reduce
t he proposed area covered by the project, which,
because of the generation of a |large anount of
stormvat er, woul d have been the equivalent of a
very large residential devel opnent. The | atest
proposal covering area two is smaller but wll
still have an i npact.

| "' masking Franklin County to reduce
t he proposed inpact of this Mando Ditch project
t hrough environnental inprovenents to the
phase-two portion. Please, at |east, consider
channel redesign in order to --

PROSECUTOR HUMVER: Excuse nme. \Was
this witness sworn in?

THE CLERK: M apol ogies. You were

not .
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(Ant hony Sasson is duly sworn in.)

THE CLERK: |If you could pl ease begin
again. Thank you.

MR. SASSON:. Good norning. M nane is
Ant hony Sasson. M address is 8351 Patterson
Road, Hilliard. | ama | andowner in area four. |
know t he area well and Big Darby Creek well,
havi ng wor ked professionally on conservation of
Bi g Darby Creek since 2001.

First, I thank M. Fow er, Franklin
County Drai nage Engi neer, for proposing to reduce
t he proposed area covered by the project, which,
because of the generation of a | arge anount of
stormvat er, woul d have been the equivalent of a
very large residential devel opnent. The | atest
proposal, covering area two, is snmaller but wll
still have an inpact.

| "' m asking Franklin County to reduce
t he proposed inpact of this Mando Ditch project
t hrough environnental inprovenents to the
phase-two portion. Please, at |east, consider
channel redesign in order to further reduce the
potential inpact to the rare species and high

bi odi versity of Big Darby Creek.
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Thi s proposal would send stormnater to
Big Darby Creek within Prairie Oaks Metroparks,
about 100 yards upstream of federal -endangered
species. This discharge would occur indirectly
through a tributary. The final report does not
address the potential effect on these rare
speci es.

At |east three federal endangered
species are known to exist in this area. These
and 19 other rare nussel species and rare fish
are what nmakes Big Darby Creek, a National and
State Scenic River, an outstanding stream under
the Cl ean Water Act.

| ask that Franklin County
Commi ssi oners and the Engi neer consider options to
further reduce the potential inpacts to Big Darby
Creek and these rare species in this
environnmental ly sensitive area. For exanple, if
the project is to continue in area two, channel
desi gns shoul d be included, which better process
pol lutants than the proposed conventional ditch.

The OChi o Departnent of Natural
Resources will conplete a survey of nussels in Big

Dar by Creek, in 2026, based on the failure to find

29
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any living nussels in Hellbranch Run, a major
tributary, in their 2025 survey.

We are very concerned that not enough
I's being done despite the efforts you m ght be
famliar with under requirenents like the Big
Darby Stormmater Permit and the Big Darby Accord.
These nmussels are sone of the aquatic animls that
make Bi g Darby special. Their further |oss would
nmean that Bi g Darby has been degraded.

You m ght have seen this nonth that
Met ropar ks acqui red 330 acres of conservation | and
as future parkland in the Hilliard area. That
conservation land was required to be protected by
the Big Darby Stormnwater Permt and ot her C ean
Wat er Act requirenents. The conservation | and
wi Il increase the groundwater recharge and help
protect Big Darby Creek and tributaries. However,
this Mando Ditch and other drainage projects in
the Big Darby Watershed w il undo sonme of that
gain fromthat new conservation | and.

Agai n, | thank Franklin County for
reduci ng the proposed scope of this Mando Ditch
proj ect, but ask that phase-two portion further

reduce the potential inpact of Big Darby Creek and
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the rare species and high biodiversity that have
made it so special. Thank you.

PRESI DENT O GRADY: Thanks.

THE CLERK: Thank you very nuch. Next
Il will call up Tim Shade.

(Tim Shade is duly sworn in.)

THE CLERK: Pl ease state your first and
| ast nanme as well as your address or parcel
nunber .

MR. SHADE: Nane is Tim Shade. | live
at 8178 Morris Road, and the parcel is
120- 000509-00. It's in the heart of area two.

Good norni ng, Conm ssioners. Thank you
for allowng ne to speak on this matter. |If you
have even a |ow | evel of commobn sense, all you
have to do is drive dowmn Morris Road and you
becone well aware of the fact that there is a
wat er shed probl em

Now, I've lived there 45 years, so |I'm
well aware of the problem There was water there
when | noved there in 1981, so I'mwell aware of
that. But I'mhere to tell you it's a |lot worse
today than it was then.

Now, | know there are people right here

31
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in this roomthat are going to tell you the water
doesn't bother them | don't know if they're
telling the truth or not. But if they happen to
li ke the nud and the weeds and the nosquitoes and
bl ack water laying in the yard and the stench from
it, don't mnd wal king through the water to their
mai | box, or to their outbuildings, | guess that's
their business. But I'malso here to tell you
that sone of us, as you can see by the map, are
darn sick of the water

It's costing us thousands of dollars a
year. M losses this year alone for the last rain
are sonmewhere between $1,500 and $2, 000, and
that's before | replace the sand in ny riding
arena that washed away. And that's going to be
another $4,000 to $5,000. | just don't have it
ri ght now.

Ckay, so | asked your Raritan,
" Supposing this doesn't go through, what can | do
on ny property?" | said, "You' ve studied this
thing six ways from Sunday; had professional
conpani es cone in and look at it; tell nme what I
can do on mny property to fix this problenf”

Do you know what he said? "Sue your
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nei ghbor." Sue your nei ghbor, because the
ten-inch tile that crosses your property and goes
t hrough his property and on down to this ditch is
pl ugged.

Qur Darby-Creek | over here, he's
probably happy with that tile being plugged. He's
wrong. Because what happens is rather than the
water flow ng through that tile being nice and
clean, it bubbles out of the ground on the edge of
my property, collects nmanure, weeds, chem cals,
and everything else when it hits the Darby Creek.
So what's going to help is to get it in a clean
tile and get it to the creek and get it there in
the summertine so that the ground can absorb this
nmoi sture.

W need area two done. The only excuse
|'ve heard for not doing this is it cost too much.
Well, duh. Have you been anywhere today? D d you
go to the grocery store this week? Have you tried
to buy a car, a truck, anything? | don't care
what it is. Last year ny Z-turn nower failed; it
cost too nmuch. M septic tank failed; it really
cost too nuch. M/ roof failed; it really costs

too nmuch. Everything costs too nuch.
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But you know what? | can't think of
anything that's nore inportant than a person's
home. Wiy wouldn't we want to spend the noney?
Wiy woul dn't this be the one thing that was worth
it to us, to spend the noney on, to fix the
problen? | can't imgi ne why we wouldn't want to
do that.

So I'min favor of area two. |In fact,
| would be in favor of areas two, three, and four.
And why don't | say one, because | don't know a
darn thing about one. But | know about two,
three, and four. So please vote, at least, to do
area two.

And I'Il say one other thing. If you
can't see yourself clear to do that -- a |ot of
t hese probl ens occurred, got worse, when the
township all owed people to fill the roadside
ditches it. Now, if that isn't the stupidest
thing 1've ever heard in ny life.

Wiy would we fill ditches in an area
that's already wet? |It's even stupider, because
now the ditch is higher than the yards, so the
wat er can't even get to where they placed an

undersi zed til e.
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Sonebody ought to nmake the township
tear all that back out. And | say "the township,"”
because the township is the one that let it
happen. Thank you very nmuch for listening to ne.

PROSECUTOR HUMMER: | want to make sure
that the Engineer's Ofice knows, if you have any
guestions after any of the w tnesses, please, at
| east, stand up and | et us know that you do have
t hose questi ons.

So do you have any questi ons,

Engi neer's O fice?

Al right. Board of Comm ssioners, do
you have any clarifying questions?

THE CLERK: Ckay. Thank you very mnuch.

Next, M chelle Stayrook.

(Mchelle Stayrook is duly sworn.)

M5. STAYROOK: My nanme is Mchelle
Stayrook. | live at 7806 Morris Road. |

currently live in the assessnment-three area on the

northern -- not northern, the nost upgrading area.
And | wll point it out for the room The parcel
ri ght there.

Because the Comm ssioners can vote on

areas one, two, three, and four, ny testinony
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today is primarily focused on area three. And |
| i ke to thank the Engineers for their testinony
today. They have done a nice job comunicating
Wi th us, and | support their not noving forward
with area one, two, and -- excuse ne, one, three,
and four.

| do want to bring up that |I'ma soi
scientist, hydrogeol ogi st by degree and by
practice. So | understand that Brown Township is
about 100 feet of clay, right? And so when it
rains on clay, the water doesn't have a place to
go, is going to sit for a while, right? 1've been
in the towship for 13 years. And as comuni cat ed
by the trustees in nunerous letters is that the
water problemis the resident problem not the
County problem not the Township problem |If you
have a problemw th your water, you have to nanage
it.

And | think many nei ghbors have tried
to manage it over tine to the point of
frustration. So | can't fault the Mando famly
and all the petitioners, because they were trying
to do the right thing over COVID. COVID has

I ncreased the cost. So yes, it's very expensive.
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It's very unfortunate.

| also want to bring up, as tal ked
about, there were 12 petitioners, three of which
have since noved out of the Township, so that's 25

percent. Twenty-five percent said "no" to the

cost, another 25 percent said "yes," and anot her
25 percent said "no response" to coments. So
It's really a split decision here today.

The area-three project exceeds
$1 million, but the primary benefit, as

communi cated by the engineers, is for the

petitioners, right? So right now we have three

petitioners who are, "yes," three petitioners who
have not responded within the full area. Over

$1 million for area three, but distributed across
35 property owners, with magjority of them being
agricul tural parcels.

One of the other things the Engi neers
had said is that the cal cul ator used for the
assessnments is primarily based on agricultura
| and, not residential land. So you're using a
calculator that's not really based for residenti al

pur poses, but you're tweaking it. | get it;

you're trying to fit sonething, nmaybe a square
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into a round hole. But for the purpose of this
exercise, it is primarily residential properties.

As | said, the cost allocation is
unreasonable. | wll tell you that our property,
we're the back third. 1'm2,000 feet fromthe
first catch basin. The design of the systemis
based on catch basins -- surface, right? So when
you only have surface catch basins, it's only
goi ng to nove surface water. The el evati on change
across this -- again, clay, flat. Surface water
Is not nmoving. That's why we have a problem So
a catch basin 2,000 feet fromny property is not
going to catch that water

| "' m bei ng assessed $15,000 to solve a
problemthat's over 2,000 feet away. The next
tile, which is also a series of catch basins --
agai n, surface water doesn't nove. So it's not
going to catch ny water, on ny property, 4,000
feet amay in area two. |'malso being assessed
for that.

So you see a lot of red in area three
and four, just because the water is not going to
nove through a series of howit's designed, catch

basi ns. Morris Road, what the trustees are
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willing to pay for is a closed pipe. It's a
closed pipe. [It's only noving water from where
the petitioners have signed. So all those people
who are being assessed will have to pay to tie
into that drain. GCkay. So that's an additional
cost.

Agai n, as the Engi neers say, and |
respect this, the point of the project is to only
appeal and support the petitioners, of which only
25 percent said "yes."

You said that we can submt evidence;

is that true? So | have ny letter, and I would

like to submt that to sonebody. It has nore
detail. | think nore residents, |I'mhoping, wll
comuni cate today and speak to it. |s that okay?

Thank you for your tine.

PROSECUTOR HUVMER: Are there any
guestions for this wtness?

COW SSI ONER BOYCE: Yeah. Thank you,
Madam Prosecutor, M. President.

Mchelle, was it?

MS. STAYROOK:  Yes.

COWM SSI ONER BOYCE: Ckay -- or
Ms. Stayrook?
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M5. STAYROOK: M chelle is fine.

COWM SSI ONER BOYCE: Okay. Thank you.
Just to be clear, so you are in favor of the
recommendati on, which is on area -- the assessnent
on area two only, and you are in favor of

assessnent area three, which you live in?

M5. STAYROOK: |I'msorry. | amin
favor of none. No areas. |'msorry.

COW SSI ONER BOYCE: Oh, okay. [''m
sorry. I'mglad | asked then. | m sunderstood

you. So you are not in favor of any assessnent.
MB. STAYROK: Right.
COW SSI ONER BOYCE:  Ckay.
M5. STAYROOK: The cost of the project
as a whole is too nmuch. The cost for the
i ndi vi dual areas, for the burden of the property
owners who live there is too high.
COWM SSI ONER BOYCE: Ckay. Thank you.
M5. STAYROOK: Thank you so nuch.
THE CLERK: Thank you. Next, we wll
have Melissa Brinkerhoff, please cone up. |Is
Mel i ssa here? Ckay.
Next, we'll have Tom Ceer (phonetic).

Apol ogies if | m spronounced that.
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MR JANZ: OCh, that's all right.
have sl oppy handwiting, so it would be nmy fault.

(TomJanz is duly sworn.)

MR, JANZ: M nane is TomJanz. My
address is 7762 Roberts Road.

| cone before you guys today.
Conmmi ssi oners, thank you. | aminvolved, and ny
famly has been, for the last 70-80 years in this
area. W farm we also do drainage work, so we're
famliar with this situation. Yes, it has gotten
wor se over the years. There is no question about
it.

The County Engi neers have done their
best with revising the initial plan to where we
are today; however, with that being said,
understand they have gui delines that they have to
abi de by with the design system

| think the value is not there with the
cost versus the benefit. Mself and ny famly, we
woul d be on the hook for close to $30,000. And
t hen sone other ground that we rent would be --

t hat would be an additional $50,000 to $60, 000. |
don't know how they would respond to that; if they

woul d want nore noney to help offset their cost
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I nvol ved in this?

And | think this needs to be -- the
scale is too large in terns of what's being used
and how the current design is. There can be a
conprom se where people get benefits at a | ess
costly price. And then for us specifically, if we

wanted to use the systemthat's been proposed, we

still would have to cross the road -- Mrris Road,
that is -- cross the road to utilize the proposed
system which obviously is -- nore cost incurred.

And then sone of the other parcels, we would have
to go through -- still sone other people's
properties, to reach the proposed design, and
sonetines that does not work out well, in past
experi ences, what |'ve heard people talk -- or
been in the mddle of working with other people on
simlar situations.

So with that being said, | -- you know,
with the di mnished value, as a whole with this,
in this particular plan, | can't agree wwth it and
| amagainst it. Do I acknow edge sone things
need to be addressed, absolutely. Problens have
gotten worse, absolutely. But | think there are

alternative ways to acconplish that and not at the
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financial burden that is being proposed currently.
That is it.

THE CLERK: Thank you. Are there any
questions or comments fromthe Board or the
Engi neer's O fice?

PRESI DENT O GRADY: So, M. Janz --

MR JANZ: Yes.

PRESI DENT O GRADY: You live on
Roberts, but you farmsone of the land that's on
the -- is it on the south side of Mirris Road? O
do you al so have sone of the |and on the north
si de?

MR. JANZ: There is one parcel on the
north side of Murris Road. GCkay. | can |ay out
in the map here, where | actually live is right
here, this property here. Mself included, we are
owners along with other famly nenbers.

This is another famly farm |In this
I ndi vi dual parcel right here is another one as
well as -- we are kind of a representative and we
are tenants of this farmin these two parcels
right there as well.

PRESI DENT O GRADY: (Ckay.

MR, JANZ: So, yes. Mst of our stuff

43
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Is on the back side of our properties.

PRESI DENT O GRADY: I'mfamliar
wth -- for those of you who don't -- sone of you
may know, for those of you who don't know, | grew
up in the area. | know the area very, very well.
| lived at 8520 Morris Road for -- my parents
owned a house at 8520 Morris Road for 25 years,
and so | know the area well.

And |'ve seen the flooding, and |I've
driven down Morris Road recently. | generally get
down there every springtinme. M daughter was a
softball player, and so |I'mat Bradl ey H gh School
on a reqgular basis -- or used to be. She's in
college now. So | have seen the flooding every
spring for the last 50 years -- 50-plus years.

MR, JANZ: M. Conmm ssioner, you would
know ny famly then, the Schreck's.

PRESI DENT O GRADY: Oh. | grew up with
G eg.

MR JANZ: Yes.

PRESI DENT O GRADY: |'ve known the
Shrek's for a long, long tine.

MR JANZ: Yep.

PRESI DENT O GRADY: That's the farnf
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MR, JANZ: That's -- yes. W're -- you

know, the Schrecks as a whole. You know, we have

several parcels. But yes, that's -- and |I'm
G eg's nephew -- is the connection.
PRESI DENT O GRADY: | went to high

school with G eg.

MR. JANZ: But that's what | have to
say about it. Yes, there is sone attention that
needs to be given, but | don't think quite in this
manner; and therefore, | can't support it as it is
present ed.

THE CLERK: Thank you very nuch. Are
there any further questions or coments of this
W t ness?

Ckay. Thank you very mnuch.

We' I | have Lance Randol ph cone up.

(Lance Randol ph is duly sworn.)

MR. RANDOLPH: Lance Randol ph, 8071
Morris Road and 8113 Morris Road. They are
adj acent parcels, 110 acres. | technically live
In area three.

|"mgoing to assune fromthe previous
comrents that no one's going to approve areas one,

three, and four, just because of the cost benefit.
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and, kind of, the whole process. Can we get the
area-two map up by chance?

So the inprovenent is here. And |
t hi nk the nei ghbor that spoke before is in this
area. And | understand they're conpletely
underwater. The chall enge, whether it's Chio
Revi sed Code or assessnent of the engi neers or
what ever the case m ght be, the challenge | think
a lot of us feel is area-two i nprovenent starts
here, right? | live here. This road is elevated.
The access -- ny water drains across here: From
his farm across ny property very slowy, across
nmy nei ghbor's property, to a 24-by-24 catch basin,
here, that then drains into this ditch.

Not hi ng i s happening here. The
| nprovenents start here. That won't nove any of
this water. One drop of water wll not nove
faster, because the choke point is this catch
basin. You could put the G and Canyon on this
side of the property, it's not going to nmake the
wat er go through the catch basin any faster.

For the privilege of this getting

drai ned, ny assessnent is $8,000. And so that's

46
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really the problem | have, and | think ny

nei ghbors have, with the whole process here. It's
just -- it's not just cost benefit in terns of --
in total, but in terns of how individua

| andowners are assessed, what our benefit is.
There will be no less water in ny yard ten years
fromnow than there is today, and | struggle to
understand how that's worth eight grand to us.

| think the other overarching chall enge
| have with this process -- and Jimand his staff
have been fantastic. They've cone out, they net
with us individually, they' ve wal ked the property.
One of your guys had a broken | eg, was wal ki ng
through nud at ny place; | felt like a real noron.
But you know, that aspect has been fantastic.

But we seem|ike we're pigeonholed into
this very reginented process where today there's
no ditch, so we're going to put a 30-inch cul vert
next to a road that's not even ODOT-regul ation
wde. Like, is there sone mddle ground? | think
that's what all of us are asking for. |Is there
sonme -- one of the slides said they have done this
for the |l owest possible cost. | take issue with

t hat .
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| think there are other creative ways
to nove water that don't cost $1 mllion. But
this quite -- isn't it. And | recognize the
area-two fol ks have real problens. Frank Mando is
a friend of mne. He has noved away, but he has
had real problens. But they weren't $30, 000
problens to ne necessarily, and that's the
struggle. So perhaps nore of this is county
noney, perhaps there's other solutions, perhaps we
coul d take another | ook at the draw ng board, but
it's hard for nme to support this.

THE CLERK: Thank you. Are there any
questions fromthe Engineer's Ofice or the Board?
kay. Thank you.

Dani el | e Rohr bach?

(Dani el l e Rohrbach is duly sworn.)

MS. ROHRBACH: |'m Dani el l e Rohr bach,
8142 Morris Road, which is also known as Gernman
Farms. |'ll kind of show you -- |ike Lance just
said, we are kind of upstreamhere. W are the
farm-- it's right across from Lance, before the
drain -- well, before the people who are really
| ooki ng for sonme drainage to be done.

We currently don't -- we're very
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fortunate, and we don't have any drai nage issues
com ng through us. W do know it kind of starts
here and noves forward, but on our |and, we are
okay. |It's farm and, but even the houses and the
barns that are on the property, we do not have
sitting water.

So we had a proposed assessnent of
$27,766. So the benefit for us is essentially
not hi ng. W do not have a problem | get that
that's -- | hate to say that, because everybody is
so under water, but currently we don't.

Now, | also noticed that the property
right next to us, in sone of the pictures they are
full of water, which happens in, kind of, that
tree |ine.

THE CLERK:  You will need the
m crophone if you continue, because we're having
this transcri bed.

M5. ROHRBACH. Sorry. So the property
right next to us, who's in green, is quite a bit
underwater. And | think they got assessed about
$10,000 for that. Qur property runs right next to
it. You know, as a good nei ghbor, we woul d

entertain any ideas to help with our property to

Realtinme - Videoconferencing - Trial Presentation - Video
Spectrum Reporting LLC | 614-444-1000




© 00 N o g M~ O w N P

[EEN
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

50

assi st, but once again, we are upstream And if
there's sonething that we need to do to assist, we
woul d propose that that happens on private
dollars, private funding, private plan. Also with
that, we are not in red currently. W would |ike
to be inred. W are not for this area two pl an.
THE CLERK: Thank you very nuch. Are
there any questions or comments fromthe
Engi neer's O fice or the Board of Conm ssioners?
M. Shade, you will have to cone up to
t he podi um and speak into the m crophone.
PROSECUTOR HUMVER: Pl ease make sure

your question is directed to the witness that's

testifying.

MR SHADE: | don't know you, nma'am
and if | offend you, |I'"'msorry. But you said,
you're willing to do sonething to help with this

problem And I'mhere to tell you, that the first
time that ny horse barn --

PROSECUTOR HUMVER: Sir, it has to be a
question of the witness. Are you asking a
guesti on?

MR. SHADE: |'m asking you a question,

yes.
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PROSECUTOR HUMVER:  Ckay.

MR. SHADE: The first tinme ny horse
barn filled up with water was when the previous
owner of German Farns filled the roadside ditch
along Morris Road full of dirt. That's the first
time ny barn has filled full of water. It has
filled full of water ever since.

So ny question to you is if you want to
do sonething to help, why don't you dig that ditch
back out and turn it back into a roadside ditch
like it's supposed to be, so that the water can
flow and get off of ny property and her property?
That's ny comment. That's my questi on.

M5. ROHRBACH. Do | respond to that?

PROSECUTOR HUMMER: Yes. |If you have
a-- if you are able to respond to the questi on,
respond. If you don't have a response or can't --
do not have the ability to answer the question,
you can just so say.

M5. ROHRBACH: Well, clearly that
happened before our tine. And it kind of
surprises nme that we are sitting here in a hearing
and it's the first tinme I'"'mhearing of it. As

nei ghbors and as these communities have cone
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t oget her, questions after question, how has nobody
knocked on our door and said, there is an issue in
this, whereas -- where it is.

So what |I'msaying is we propose that
we do as a community, as in private, and we wl|
entertain sonmething less than a $27, 000 assessnent
on us, when we have no water.

PRESI DENT O GRADY: Madam Prosecutor,
can | ask a question?

PROSECUTOR HUMMVER:  Sur e.

PRESI DENT O GRADY: And | woul d i nagi ne
this would go to, Jim How did the Engi neer's
Ofice allow M. CGerman -- and | grew up -- |
remenber M. German very well.

How did the Engineer's Ofice, or how
did the County, allow for M. German to fill in
t he roadside ditch?

PROSECUTOR HUMMER: Are there -- just
so we're clear, there are no answer -- no
questions for this wtness?

PRESI DENT O GRADY: OCh, I'msorry. No.

PROSECUTOR HUMVER:  All right. Thank
you.

PRESI DENT O GRADY: O did -- | nean,
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or did we? O is it just sonething that
M. German did?

MR, RAMSEY: Conm ssioner O Grady, |I'm
not sure that we allowed it. It's -- Brown
Township is the -- owns Mrris Ditch, neaning
they're responsible for taking care of it.

PRESI DENT O GRADY: Sure.

MR. RAMSBEY: Now we do permits for
them | think. But | don't knowif we always did
permts for them And sonetines people wll do
t hi ngs wi thout necessarily asking. They will go
out and do it and on their own w thout perm ssion.

So it could have been done. | don't --
you know, | don't know of us allowing that. It
does happen sonetimes where people ask to pipe in
a ditch because it's hard to nowor it's unsightly
in front of their house to do that. |If it happens
on our roads, we evaluate it and see if there's a
benefit to the road, safety hazard, or anything
i ke that, and we make a deci sion based on that.

The Townshi p coul d have easily done
that on their own as well, and if they had asked
us for help, we would have hel ped them but if

they didn't, we wouldn't have. And | just -- |
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can't say for certain that we would have done

that. But it could have happened with township

approval . It could have happened with our
approval, but | doubt it. |It's been a long tine.
So, yeabh.

PROSECUTOR HUMVER:. M. Ransey, to go
Wi th the Conmm ssioner's question, do you have any
records show ng that there was approval ?

MR, RAMSEY: W do not.

PROSECUTOR HUMVER: Conm ssioners, are
there any witnesses that testified earlier that
you have additional questions for?

THE CLERK: W have one nore.

PROSECUTOR HUMMER:  Ckay.

THE CLERK: Jen Bevi ngton.

(Jennifer Bevington is duly sworn.)

THE CLERK: Pl ease state your first and
| ast nane as well as your address or parcel
nunber .

M5. BEVI NGTON:  Jenni fer Bevi ngton,
8166 Morri s Road. | am as Danielle just stated,
the property first in green that's on that screen.
| would venture to say that if we |ooked at the

property line, the water is sitting on both m ne
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and your property. So it is -- and | amthe | ower
of it. So as we all know, if you have a bow and
alittle funnel at the bottomof it, it's going to
go into that. So the water is sliding onto ny
property, right on the edge of our properties, and
the ditch and the culvert is not taking the water
of f in conparison

But going back to what | brought, I
have been in ny hone for 16 years. 8166 was built
In 1972, and that's putting it over 50 years ol d.

W went several years where the water
woul d sonmewhat build up on that edge that's in
guestion, on the edge of the property, but it
would drain within a couple hours. W would get
spring rains and the ground woul d stay frozen.
And those rains, as M. O G ady was nentioning, it
would -- the water would sit there a little bit
| onger. We actually, in our famly, would
jokingly say it was "Lake Bevington." But the
water all stayed on that side of the road -- or
that side of the driveway.

Starting in about 2018, this joke
becane way nore serious as we began getting water

creeping up and into our basenent through the
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cracks in the floor. This would only happen if we
got a lot of water within days, and the day -- and
the rain would just sit on our property because it
can't go anywhere, and eventually it would try to

find its way sonewhere, which was ny basenent.

Basically, if you would see ny house at
that tinme, you would see that we al nbst get a noat
around our entire honme. And you can see sone of
the pictures show ng water going across ny
property, not just alongside. But it has nowhere
to go and as | nentioned, we're a bow, so it's
going to hang out there.

Let's see, after the | ast several years
of nmopping up water in our basenent, whenever it
rains, we attenpted to create a swal e along the
edge of our property in order to keep the water
over there and away from our house.

W -- and that was when the Gernmans
still owned the farmnext to us. There was an
agreenent that we could, kind of, clear out the
woods a little bit so that there wasn't so much
gunk that was al so blocking. And we -- ny husband
created a bit of a swale to try to keep the water

over there. As we have stated, we all try to do
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things on our property to make it |ivable.
However -- hold on, let me find nmy spot here.

So we finally hit a point this spring
where the -- and this is not the nost recent
rains, this is this past spring, where we finally
needed to call in specialists. See, at this
poi nt, we have water sensors in our basenent. W
constantly are making sure any tine it rains, if
there's sonething going on that we go down, we
pi ck up everything off the floor, and then we nake
sure that we're hone so that we can nop it up the
next, whatever many hours it's going to take to
nmop up our basenent, until it finally stops,
because there's no way to stop it.

Until this last spring when we didn't
really have a choice, we had to | eave, we had a
nmedi cal appointnment we had to get to, and so | sat
in the waiting roomwhile ny husband was havi ng
hi s nmedi cal procedure and wat ched on canera as ny
basenent flooded. And there was nothing | can do
about 1t, because | couldn't be hone.

So at that point we called in the
speci alists. W added a second sunp pit to our

house of 50 years. It worked fine for the
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majority of that 50 years, but we added a second
one.

As |'ve stated, we're at the bottom of
a bow, so we got to go pretty far out with that
drainage in order to get it to get out of ny hone.
So it goes out the back -- and for those of you
that have the pictures in front of you, that's
this one. It goes back, to that back swale in the
back of the backyard; not the back of our
property, just the backyard.

So now we have two outlets. W have
one out front that runs where the existing one did
since 1972. And now we have the new one that runs
out the back.

So in addition to all the water | need
to get off the property fromall the rains, | also

need to get it out of ny honme, which many of us

do. So | did -- in a different picture, for those
| ooking at the pictures -- and I'msorry for
everybody not | ooking at the pictures, | didn't

have them sent in ahead of tine. They actually
are in one docunent | had sent, but there's a
grate in the pictures |I'mshow ng you. And |

circled where the outlet is for the water to cone
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out of ny basenent, and it goes into that area
t hat goes underneath the road. You can see that
It's barely above water, and | think everybody
pretty much knows if the water's up, the water is
not going to go through that hole anynore. |It's
not going to go until the water recedes and we can
get the water out.

Thankfully, in the picture |I gave you,
It was still slightly above, so | was still
getting water out of ny hone; otherw se, no anount
of specialists are going to be able to get -- to
hel p me without building another route out of ny
home, which, again, needs to get off of ny
property because ny property is already fl ooded.

You will also notice there is another
one whi ch shows what that pipe |ooks |ike on the
other side of the road. | had to circle it,
because you woul dn't know where it was, because
It's covered in vegetation, and if -- know ng that
the water is flow ng because of how high it is in
the previous picture, the water is not flow ng
| i ke you woul d expect to see it comng out. So
we're barely getting water out of there. And by

the way, that's both mne and M. Shade's property
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| will admt that our pictures are
not -- they are fromthe nost recent rain, but
they were fromthe first couple of days. The
August crazi ness that happened across the state of
Chio, this is not like after all of that. This is
Within the first couple of days before we even
realize we were going to get it.

And | did send a letter in at that tine
Wi th these pictures. So there's dates associ ated
to that, kind of, proving that out, that it was
not, after all, of the gigantic anmobunt of rain
that flooded the entire state, to go into a nuch
worse state. So of course, with all of that rain,
we ended up into that nuch worse state.

Now | was still capable of getting the
wat er off ny property -- or out of my home. Not
off my property though. So at that point we ended
up with this horrible snell, that I'msure
everybody noticed when they were wal ki ng down the
road, and the incredible super breed of npbsquitoes
that are still alive and well on 8166, if you want
to cone neet them The anount of tinmes that we

send a fogger past not going to do it, because
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they've gotten smart and they just go to the
backyard and they won't die. The water is still
sitting on ny property, by the way, So you' re nore
t han wel cone to conme out and see that as well.

To answer the questions that others may
say that we need to fix the problemon our own, we
can redirect as nuch water as possible, but we
still can't get it off the land. It has to go to
the other side of the road. The pipes that exist,
just, are not working. They're not going to work,
there is too nuch water to nove, and ultimately,
the one that was put in as part of the Germans --
what ever he did, and it was before | got out
there, it actually goes uphill, which -- no shock,
wat er doesn't go uphill. So it's not going to get
off ny property that way. It will only go
downhi || through the existing that goes across the
road, which we've already proven isn't working
because it's not the right anount to get it off
the property.

And so ultimately, in sonme of ny other
pictures -- | showed you the one where it's going
across the back. That's the one that goes over

into M. Shade's property and ends up filling up
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his barn as well, although there could be nore.
"' mnot speaking to his property in particular.

But you can see that there is a section
there where we're trying to regrow grass. That is
where we had to lay the pipe to get the water out
of the house and out, and you can see that
there's -- it's alnost up to where that grass is.
So that swale has filled up so nuch in this
particular picture that it's near inpossible to
get that water off to.

So I"'mnot sure what we can do if we
don't have the county help us. You know, | can't
really go out and jackhamrer the road and put it
in nmyself. It would be, kind of, a fun project,
but | don't think anybody wants ne doing that. So
can | give you guys ny letter as well?

THE CLERK: | can take it.

M5. BEVI NGTON:  Thank you.

PROSECUTOR HUMMER: Al right --

M5. BEVI NGTON:  Just so we're ahead --
totally clear on that, I'mfor two.

PROSECUTOR HUMVER: So are there any
guestions for this witness? Do you have a

question for this wtness? Mke sure you're
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asking the question directly to her.

M5. ROHRBACH. |'mjust curious, for
t he proposed, what they are planning to do for
your property to fix it -- |like, on your property
to get it off. Do you know that, or is that a

County question?

PROSECUTOR HUMMER: Well, if she -- you
wer e asked that question. |If you know that
answer, please answer it. | f you do not know it,

just indicate that you do not have an answer to
it.

M5. BEVINGTON: | believe | know the
answer, but | would like the engineers to answer
t hat question better.

PROSECUTOR HUMMER: All right. Let's
hold off. |If you don't have -- therefore, if you
know t he answer, please answer. |If not, indicate
you do not, because you are right now the person
testifying.

M5. BEVINGTON.: So | would say, | know
there is an increase in -- well, | don't even
think it's an increase in the pipe. They're
tal ki ng about putting a different pipe across the

road. But there's way nore to it that | don't
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feel like | can speak to appropriately and would
want experts to speak to.

PROSECUTOR HUMMER: All right. So hold
up. The reason | want the public to know, we have
to follow a hearing process just like a trial.

And if you have ever watched trials, you see
people junp up and ask -- different people cone

t hrough and they have to orderly testify in
questions, cross-exam nation. And that's what
we're trying to achieve here. That's why we have
a court reporter, so that all this flows.

So any questions for this witness? All
right. M ' am you can now be excused.

M5. BEVI NGTON:  Thank you.

PROSECUTOR HUMMER: All right. At this
time --

M5. WOOD: | was told that nmy email was
recei ved to speak.

PROSECUTOR HUMVER: Al right. W wll
ask the clerk in -- hold on. M am why don't you
cone to the podi um and provi de your nane and
addr ess, because you don't need necessarily to
email to testify at an admnistrative hearing. So

just give your nanme and address and nake sure that
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we swear you in first.

(Melissa Wod is duly sworn.)

THE CLERK: Pl ease state your first and
| ast nanme as well as your address or parcel
nunber .

M5. WOOD: Sure. M nane is Melissa
Wod. M address is 8154 Mdrris Road and ny
parcel nunber is 120-00-1245.

Me and ny husband, George Wl anin, we
are opposed to the entire project, whether it's by
one area or all areas. And a |large part of our
objection is the inpact on the Big Darby. | grew
up there. | used to run there every day. | |ove
everything about the area, and | just think that
this project would be detrinental to it. | don't
want it to turn into the Scioto River. | don't
want it to turn into the "d en-skanky River." |
mean, it's called that for a reason

And so that's one of the reasons; the
other is that we do not have benefit to this. And
| heard the engineer at the begi nning say, you
know, sone of us will say, "Well, there's no
benefit to us. There's no inprovenent for us."

There truly is not.
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This is our property, and we used to be
part of the German Farm |t was sold off and
sonebody built a house on it and then we bought it
fromthem One of the reasons we bought this
property was because we would drive down the road,
we would wait until it rained and several
properties were flooded, and we picked this
property, probably the ugliest house on the road
at the tine, because it did not have flooding
| ssues.

So this went into sonething that we
consi dered before we bought the property. And
wth all this rain this year, our property is, at
nost, marshy in certain areas; no flooding.

There is a ditch that runs along the
whol e back side of our property, and it al so
goes -- it's on the other side of Danielle's farm
They have proposed to wden this ditch and clear
out every tree on our property. This is not okay.
This -- we were told this is going to inprove our
property value. |I'ma realtor; this will decrease
our property value. Not only that, but it is the
only privacy we have on our property.

| f they need to clean out sone of the
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trees that are dead or whatever, we have no
probl em hel pi ng our nei ghbors out. W're okay
with that. But |I'mnot okay wth being charged
$10,000 to hel p out a nei ghbor when | have zero
probl enms on nmy property. |'ve also said if --
just fromwhat |1've | earned here today, if the
Germans did fill in the road, the ditch along the
road in front of our house, we would be happy to
get that dug back out. W have so many tractors
on our road and so many people are so helpful. If
that's an issue, | bet ten people would say,
"Ckay, let's dig the ditch out."

| nmean, we had an addition put on our
house for ny son who was hit by a car. And when
we did that addition, the County cane out and told
us -- they sent us an enmil, which we provided to
you guys at one point throughout all this, saying
that we needed to build -- we needed to plant
two-and-a-half nore trees on our property based on
t he anount of buil ding space we had on our
property between our house and our barn. So we
had to plant nore trees, but nowthis project is
going to take out all of our trees; whichis it?

This just -- the cost of this is not
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beneficial. Another consideration is our property
t axes have been going up in our area trenendously.
That conbined with this -- we have a nunber of

ol der people on our road. They're not going to be
able to keep their houses. | nean, it's not --
this isn't a sustainable build for a | ot of

people, and it's going to cause probl ens.

But again, we're wlling to help. |
think -- 1 haven't tal ked to one person that said
they were not willing to help out their neighbor.
W're willing to have access to the property and

do what it takes, but the bill that conmes al ong
wthit, this is not worth it.

And there are people that have fl oodi ng

problens, and | get that -- | totally get that.
But this project is way too expensive. |It's
not -- it doesn't nmke sense for the benefit. W

are in tw and three, so if two and three get
wor ked, then we're, you know -- we're at over
$10,000. And again, for no benefit to our hone,
for a honme we purchased, |ooking for no problem
wthit. So we are against it. Thank you.

THE CLERK: Thank you very nuch. Are

there any questions or comments for this w tness?
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PROSECUTOR HUMVER: Al l right.
Conmm ssioners, we are now at the stage where,
because of the hearing process, that the
Engineer's Ofice is able to provide what is

called "rebuttal testinony," based on what they
hear d.

And so any of the engineer staff that
are here that would provide that testinony, |

believe, M. Solis, are you going to also provide

rebuttal ?

MR. SOLIS: [I'll probably participate.
First, | wll let M. Ransey speak.

PROSECUTOR HUMMER: All right. Thank
you.

MR. RAMSEY: Thank you, Conm ssioner.

Ji m Ransey, Riparian and Environnental Engi neer
for the Franklin County Drai nage Engi neer's
Ofice.

First, 1'll talk about the work to be
proposed on the ditches. So in area two, in this
area, we proposed to renove woody debris that's
bl ocking it, that can obstruct flow and al so
repl ace sone private culverts that go to the backs

of their properties. |In this area, sane thing,
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renove obstructions to flow and cl ean out
sedinent. We're not enlarging the ditches
anywher e.

If we were to do area three, we do the
same thing here. W would renpve trees that
obstructed flow, or woody debris that obstructed
flow, and we would renove trees that were
obstructing us being able to get equi pnent and
renmove sedi nent.

M. Sasson asked about, you know, doi ng
a different channel design for that. And |
respect Anthony, he has dedicated his life to
protecting the Darby, | think, and is a very good
advocat e.

We considered that in this case, but we
chose not to because that's people's yards, it's
their private properties, and so the different
channel design would be Iike an over-w de design,
or a two-stage channel design, sonething |ike
that. It would add a trenendous anount of
excavation, nake the site much -- the thing nmuch
wi der, take the property rights away, and so we
chose not to do that in addition, because also the

cost of the project.
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Anot her thing people asked us to | ook

at was sedi ment basins. And we did | ook at those,

and we evaluated them There's -- you see
detention basins used all the time on -- not
sedi nent basins. | msspoke. |'mtalking about

detention basins. So you see themused all the
time on site devel opnent, comonly.

But when they work well is when you're
doing site design, you're doing a | ot of grading
wor k, and you can regrade the property to be able
to get an elevation difference between the water
comng into the detention basin and the water
| eavi ng the detention basin.

When you're only installing pipe, you
don't -- you're not doing a mass grading plan. So
you can't really do that in this very flat area.
W had very little difference between the pipe --
the water comng into the basins that we designed
and the water going out. So it neant that they
woul d have to be very big and very expensive and
acconplish very little as far as benefit to
detai ning water. So we opted to take those out
and not have that additional noney. Also, the

space they woul d take up would al so have to cone
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fromprivate-property owners.

Sonme fol ks nentioned -- and | thought
It was a good point of -- is there a conproni se?
Could we do this privately and do sonet hi ng
smaller, or is the scale of it? | think that's
sonmething to consider. W did design according to
the nodern standards. W designed for a five-year
storm-- we do that.

Coul d you do sonething snaller and
would it make a difference? You could, and it
woul d make a big difference. W did not do that
because if -- you know, it's very frustrating for
peopl e to get assessed for a drainage petition,
but it's nore frustrating if they get assessed for
a drainage petition and it doesn't work the way
they expect it to work.

So you could save noney putting in much
smal l er pipes. But it's -- and it would be better
than what's there now, but it would not work the
way people expect it to work in a residential
area. Now, it would get overwhel ned nmuch nore
frequently to do that.

And then in addition, there was to talk

about the project benefiting the petitioners. So

Realtinme - Videoconferencing - Trial Presentation - Video
Spectrum Reporting LLC | 614-444-1000




© 00 N o g M~ O w N P

[EEN
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

| would just like to clarify, when we design a
proj ect where property owners have petitioned the
county to make a drai nage i nprovenent, and in al
of these were -- also people tal ked about where
we've tried to do things on their own property,
but they can't. That is the issue here, that the
problemis regional

One property owner -- unless you're on
the existing ditch, you can't really do nuch to
sol ve your problem You need an outlet to get to.
And so we do design to get to the people who
petition, so that they have an option to fix their
own property by having a drai nage outl et.

Some of the folks on the south side of
Morris Road spoke, and it's fair what they say,
the water goes there, but it's very slowy. This
project is not going to increase the speed of it
getting there. The reason we didn't put pipes
across Mirris Road is because it would increase
cost and they didn't petition. But they could be
added at a future date if the project were built.
That woul d be, kind of, speaking in respect to
area three. W are still not proposing area

three, but if we did that, we coul d.

73
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| think the idea of people doing things
privately is a good idea. They could do it
smal l er, they could take the plans we have, the
only problemwth it is that you need 100 percent
agreenent, because the petition process is what
gets you property rights to do the work. So if
one person doesn't agree with the petition or with
the work that they're proposing to do or doesn't
want -- and they all have to agree to cone up with
their fair share of the cost or do that at once,

I f sonebody doesn't agree, then they're stuck.
And so that's where the petition process cones
into it.

Addr essi ng the question for the
specific property owner of what area-two proposes
on her property. So her property's here, the
area-two work that we tal ked about cleans out
sedinent in the ditch that's mnor, but it also
adds a pipe comng fromMrris -- going under
Morris Road to access the ditch and then com ng
back along this property |ine.

There's an existing old tile, field
tile, back here that conmes down across -- cones

across these properties diagonally. |It's been
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| npacted by the houses and trees. It's been noved
alittle bit, soit's in bad shape. It's not

wor king correctly. Now, this pipe would go back
and pick that up, and instead of having it -- be
in that diagonal route, it would bring that water
ri ght out here.

It would also -- there's water from
area two, up here, and area four that conme down
across these properties. And it would hel p pick
up that water, so it doesn't just sit here and
fl ood onto those properties. So it's pretty

significant for that property owner in that area.

And | think that's it. |[If there are
any ot her questions, | would be happy to answer
t hem

PROSECUTOR HUMMER: So are there any
clarifying questions for this witness? | think

M. Solis also has a statenent.

COWM SSI ONER BOYCE: Ckay. | do have
questions, but if you want to go, N ck, you can
go. And then | can just ask whoever can answer
t he questi ons.

MR SOLIS: That's fine. Thank you,

Comm ssioners. Just for purposes of
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clarification, we do talk about the benefit.
Qovi ously, one of the inportant considerations in
an assessnent project is trying to evaluate the
benefit accruing to properties, to the entire
wat ershed and to the individual properties. And
one of the limting factors is that the cost
cannot exceed the benefit.

So with benefit, we are constrai ned by
the Revised Code. Benefit is defined, in this
I nstance, by the Revised Code, which benefit
means -- and | apologize. |'mreading from
6131. 01 of the Revised Code -- provides the
definitions. Benefit neans advantages to | and and
owners, to public corporations as entities, and to
the state resulting fromdrai nage, conservati on,
control and managenent of water, and environnent al
wildlife and recreational inprovenents.

So what we are tal king about is
managi ng the drainage to all the properties.
You' ve heard testinony and it's uncontrovert ed.
Certainly there are sone people that are inundated
with water. There are sone properties that do not
currently have standing water on their property,

even after major rain events.
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When you | ook at the watershed as in
total, which is why we are recommendi ng t he
advancenent, at least of area two, is that the
water that falls on a particular property is going
somewhere. |t doesn't stay on the property, so
water that falls on a particular property is
drai ning downstream And that is the benefit as
defined by the Revised Code, that we are | ooking
at and determ ni ng whether or not to reconmend
goi ng forward.

Now, that is our office's
recommendation with respect to area two. As
M. Ransey had testified earlier and during his
presentation -- his initial presentation, the
reasons for us not recommendi ng areas one, three,
and four is because while we do think there is no
doubt in our office's mnd that the inprovenent is
necessary and that it wll be conducive to the
public welfare, those are two of the three factors
that need to be found in order to proceed. W are
very concerned, based on the testinony, based on
the cooments that we have received -- now, |'m
speaking solely for areas one, three, and four --

that it is difficult for us to denonstrate that
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the cost will not exceed the benefit.

We think that these property owners
know their properties nuch better than we wll
ever know their properties. And we do believe
that there is a benefit that is accruing to each
property as defined by the Revised Code.

But for areas one, three, and four, we
cannot confidently state or prove that the cost
w |l not exceed that. The costs are very high,
and we recognize that. So that is why we fee
that we cannot neet that one factor, that the cost
Is not allowed to exceed the benefit, and we
cannot do that wth areas one, three, and four.

COW SSI ONER BOYCE: Thank you,

M. President, Madam Prosecutor. Thanks,

M. Solis. You kind of answered ny question, but
it was nobre around, how an assessnent works in
terns of the geographic region of it.

So if area two is the only inprovenent
area, what is the law -- what does the Chio
Revi sed Code say with regards to the area that
you' re assessing? So even though you're only
doing the inprovenents in two, ny question is, You

are still assessing areas one, three, and four to

Realtinme - Videoconferencing - Trial Presentation - Video
Spectrum Reporting LLC | 614-444-1000




© 00 N o g M~ O w N P

[EEN
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

79

pay for two, "yes" or "no"?

MR SOLIS: Not exactly. The answer is

no," to be direct. Areas one and four are not

I ncluded. There are -- and I'mgoing to look to
M. Ranmsey just for confirmation here. There are
parts of area three that directly drain into area
two, and by statute they do receive a benefit from
the inprovenent to area two.

Now it is true, as fol ks have
testified, M. Ransey has pointed out, that it
doesn't drain that fast. There are no direct
outlets being provided to sone of the properties
in three -- in area three, but their water is
going there. So the inprovenent to two is, by the
code's definition, resulting in a benefit to those
properties.

COW SSI ONER BOYCE: M. President,
Madam Prosecutor, may | please?

PRESI DENT O GRADY: Sure.

COW SSI ONER BOYCE: And then what's
the full duration of the assessnent tineline?

MR SOLIS: That is ultimately
determ ned by the Board. It is the Engineer's

reconmendati on. And what the Board has
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historically done with assessnents -- with ditch
petitions is taking it to the |l ongest term

possi ble, which is 15 years, paid twce a year
with property taxes, so 30 paynents, but over 15
years.

| mportant to point out that interest is
not charged on the cost of the project because the
county is not going to bond the project. So it
iIs -- whatever the final assessnent is, it's
broken out into 30-separate paynents. Property
owners may pay it up front if they so choose, or
they may take advantage of the full-15 years and
pay it off every six nonths.

COW SSI ONER BOYCE: And t hen,

M. President, Madam Prosecutor, ny final question
is: Inthe initial presentation, you had

i ndi cated that the county woul d cover one of the
areas. | believe it was area four? That -- did I
not hear that correctly?

MR. RAMSEY: In area three -- and we
have this in the assessnent schedul e already. The
county will pay for all the work into the
Patterson Road right-of-way, because the County

Engi neer nmi ntains Patterson Road.
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And the Township agreed to pay all of
the cost for work in the Townshi p Road
right-of-way too, so that would be areas three and
two. So that's nore than what the code woul d
require themto pay, basically. They're going to
pay all the work in the right-of-way that they
mai ntain for the County and the Township for any
sections you approve. And they're going to do
their regul ar assessnent al so.

COWM SSI ONER BOYCE:  So that -- Madam
Prosecutor, M. President. Does it not apply in
area two? There is no roadway/ri ght-of -way
I nprovenent section that the county could pay for
as wel | ?

MR. RAMSEY: In area two, there is no
county-nmai ntained road right-of-way. There is
j ust townshi p-mai nt ai ned road ri ght - of - way.

COW SSI ONER BOYCE:  Ckay.

MR. RAMSEY: Correct. Ckay.

PROSECUTOR HUMMVER:  Conm ssi oner, j ust
so we're clear, based on your question,

M. Ransey, | think the question is, is there any
assessnent -- if the Board approved the Engi neer's

recommendation, is there any assessnent that woul d
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be applied to the County? And is there any
assessnent being applied to the Townshi p? And
what woul d those be?

MR. RAMSEY: So if area two is
approved, there will be a direct assessnent
applied to Brown Township in their regul ar
assessnment. There will not be an assessnent
brought to the County, because it doesn't take the
Brown Road wat er.

COW SSI ONER BOYCE: And is that
al ready -- Madam Prosecutor, M. President -- is
that already calculated in the nunbers?

MR. RAMSEY: Yes. Yes, Conm ssioner.

COW SSI ONER BOYCE:  Ckay.

MR. RAMSEY: And the only correction
woul d make, what N ck said earlier was that all of
area three drains through area two. So it's
everybody, as opposed to part of it.

COWM SSI ONER BOYCE: Ckay. So you're
saying that it says, area three woul d be assessed.

MR. RAMSEY: Yes. Everybody in area --
if we do area two, that assessnment is spread
across area two and area three.

COW SSI ONER BOYCE:  Ckay.
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MR. RAMSEY: Correct.

COWM SSI ONER BOYCE: Ckay. Thanks.

PRESI DENT O GRADY: Anything el se?

COWMM SSI ONER BOYCE: No, sir.

PROSECUTOR HUMVER: At this tine,
Comm ssi oners, the hearing for purposes of
testinony, it's closed. And the Conm ssioners nay
at this point recess into a closed session, or
they may have a di scussion here. It's up to you.

COW SSI ONER BOYCE: Is there a length
of tine?

PROSECUTOR HUMMER:  You can just -- you
may del i berate away fromthe public.

PRESI DENT O GRADY: Take a 10-m nute
recess.

PROSECUTOR HUMMER: Recess to
del i ber at e.

THE CLERK: Thank you. At this tine, |
woul d like to request the admi ssion of all the
evi dence presented today. So the evidence woul d
I nclude the final report, assessnent schedul e,
plats and plans, the slide-show presentation, all
public comments submtted via email and mail, pro

and con, by the property owners. All docunents
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submtted by the property owners testifying at the
heari ng today.

Is there a notion to admt all the
evi dence and exhi bits and evidence heard before
t he Board today?

COWM SSI ONER BOYCE: So noved.

PRESI DENT O GRADY: Second.

THE CLERK: Moved and seconded.

Voting: Comm ssioner Boyce?

COW SSI ONER BOYCE:  Yes.

THE CLERK: Conm ssioner O G ady?

PRESI DENT O GRADY: Yes.

THE CLERK: Thank you. The evi dence
has been admtted. Next, | wll go ahead and read
the resolution into the record.

Resol ution No. 623-26: Resol ution
affirm ng the Franklin County Board of
Conm ssi oners' order to proceed with project
surveys and plans for the Mando Ditch watershed
I nprovenents, confirmng the assessnents as
presented, and ordering the Franklin County
Engi neer to let the contract for the inprovenents
to the Mando Ditch wat ershed, Brown Townshi p,

Franklin County, Ohio.
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The proposed Mando Ditch wat er shed
i nprovenents identified as Part Two are necessary,
and the proposed Mando Ditch wat er shed
| nprovenents identified as Part Two are conduci ve
to the public welfare and the benefits that w ||
be derived fromthe proposed Mando Ditch wat er shed
| nprovenents identified as Part Two will be
greater than their costs.

The cost of the inprovenents identified
as Parts One, Three, and Four will be equal or
greater than the benefits that were that wll be
derived fromthe inprovenents if constructed.

Comm ssioners, at this tine it would be
up to you to nmake a notion to approve or deny.

PRESI DENT O GRADY: Thank you.

COW SSI ONER BOYCE: M. President, |
would like to make a few comments before | make
the notion?

PRESI DENT O GRADY: Pl ease.

COW SSI ONER BOYCE: Ckay. Thank you.

One, | want to thank the County
Engi neer's Ofice for listening well to the
public. | got to say, |'ve been here for al nost

ten years, and it's probably one of the nore
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cooperative engagenents that |'ve w tnessed when
it cones to the ditch-petition process. And so |
want to commend the Engineer's Ofice for being so
engaged. What | think, listening to the comunity
and goi ng out of your way to provide, | think, a
base of a conprom sed version of recomrendation to
the residents that live in the conmmunity and have
taken the tine to cone here and share your
t houghts, not just about your property, but about
the community.

|"mvery grateful, and | know | speak
on behal f of ny coll eagues when | say that this is
very nmuch an inportant part of the process for us.
W read your letters -- the many letters that cane
in. W listened to your testinony today, and |
think of a lot of very legitimate i ssues were
rai sed.

For exanple, we're always concerned
when it cones to the actions that we take that
|l ead to higher living costs. And that's what
we're tal king about, an assessnent on your
property, which ultimately nmeans nore cost for you
to live in the hone that you already live in.

But we are ordained with the idea that
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we have to do what's in the best interest of the
broader community. And |I'll just personally
acknow edge, Central Chio is growing. Centra
Ohio is going to continue to grow. And as a
result, as a community, we are going to deal with
chal | enges, whether they are nei ghborhood,
district, or community wide that are inpacted by
t he devel opnent, that are inpacted by growh, et
cetera.

But we have to take into account the
broader inpact on the conmunity. And what | heard
today was a lot of -- two things: The inpact on
t he broader community, which neans things |Iike how
we inpact the Big Darby. Hellbranch Run, its
I npact on the tributary -- the tributary of
Hel | branch Run. W heard about standi ng water and
nosqui toes and nud and basenents flooding. W
heard about roadways bei ng i npacted, culverts
bei ng i npacted, and those are all things that
ultimately have an undergirding of safety in them
They ultimately have sone undergirdi ng of safety
that we have to think about as Conm ssioners.

And so for nme, | think about safety, |

t hi nk about the broader inpact to the comunity,
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and | definitely, definitely think about costs and
the inpact on you. At the end of the day, though,
It's ny perspective and belief that this is an
action that's neant to benefit the broader

comuni ty.

And | do believe that the 15-year
assessnent sem annual ly, nonthly, or once a
year -- while | think terns could be better that
benefit the community better, especially a
har dshi p, those of you who have that | arger-sized
assessnment. But | believe those standards are
driven by the Chio Revised Code. W don't get to
deviate fromthose standards.

If it's up to nme, | would say it should
be a 30-year assessnent, or it could match the
term of your nortgage on the property, or it could
be whatever, and you could pay it in nonthly
paynents. | think you can pay it how you want in
ternms of the tines you pay, but that's sonething
that we shoul d be advocating as a county to the
general assenbly, to say that we need nore tools
to give to our conmunities when it cones to these
assessnents so that it's not a burden.

It's not nmeant to be a financial burden
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for you. It's neant to be an inpact for the
comuni ty, inmprovenent for the community. And
unfortunately, this is the process that we've been
gi ven as Conm ssioners, that, and we have to nake
t hat deci sion.

Wen | see it, | sinply say -- | first
start with the safety issue, and to ne -- and the
safety issue and the cost-benefit issue which is
enbedded in safety. | do see a safety concern and
issue, to me, that makes it a reasonable action to
make the inprovenents. And | do think that the
cost-benefit analysis -- | tend to agree with the
Engineer's Ofice and think that they've done a
very thorough job of evaluating, assessing, and
then giving us sonething that is | ess than what
they started with. Because |I'll tell you, we have
been t hrough a nunber of these, and |'ve rarely
seen it start at one thing and, kind of, work its
way down to one thing.

Historically, at least in ny
experience -- Conm ssioner O Gady has a | ot nore
than nme, but in nmy experience, it's "This is what

the inprovenents are, this is the only thing, and

this is the assessnent, 'yes' or 'no.
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Here, they've gone through a series of
engagenents with you and cone down, taking what
was a broader recommendati on and brought it to a
very narrow recommendation that they are
recommendi ng to us as professionals, will have a
positive inpact.

So, Conm ssioner O Gady, Prosecutor
Hurmer, it would be ny recommendation -- so | can
make the notion and pass it on, | would neke the
notion to accept the recommendati on that has been
presented before this body today.

PRESI DENT O GRADY: Thank you,

Conm ssi oner.

So thank you to the Engineer's Ofice.
| appreciate -- | agree with and concur wth
Conmm ssi oner Boyce, that you guys have done a
phenonenal job here. You know, Comm ssioner Boyce
I ndi cates that we do this -- you know, we've done
this a nunber of tines.

But you know, as the County
Commi ssioners in the largest county in Chio, this
Is not sonething that we do a | ot.

COW SSI ONER BOYCE: That's true.

PRESI DENT O GRADY: Ditch petitions are

90
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not the norm These are not things that we do on
a weekly basis, or certainly even on a nonthly
basi s.

In Franklin County, as the Engineer's
O fice knows, and as you guys -- certainly those
of you who live in rural Franklin County know,
rural Franklin County is becom ng rarer and
smaller all the time. | know ny friend fromthe
Schreck famly knows that farnmers in Franklin
County are becom ng rarer and fewer and far
between all the tine.

That being said, you know, | was a
young kid when ny parents decided that we would
nove fromthe city to the county to the rural part
of the county. And we noved to Brown Townshi p,
when | was just a young kid in elenmentary school,
we noved to Morris Road.

And every spring when | was a young
guy, it would rain. And ny parents -- you know,
our front yard would flood, our backyard would
fl ood, we had five acres of |and and npbst of it
would flood. And | lived -- for those of you on
Morris Road, | lived just -- for those of you,

M . Shade, and you guys that |ive down there in
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area two, | lived just above the rise, out there
to your west.

But we still flooded up there as you
guys well know. And every spring ny dad woul d
order -- or every spring it would flood. And
every summer ny dad woul d order dunp trucks ful
of topsoil to conme be delivered to the yard. And
t hey woul d back up right into our front yard, and
t hey woul d unl oad gigantic nounds of dirt into our
yard because, you know, he was a city guy and he
figured he could fix that problem

And then | would spend the rest of the
summer w th wheel barrow and a shovel as a
j uni or - hi gh-aged kid and a hi gh-school - age ki d.
You know, he figured he had a football
pl ayer/westler that he could put to work al
sumrer. And | would spend the whol e sumer
spreading that dirt all over the front yard. And
then next -- the following spring it would fl ood.

And then he did that for, | don't know,
all the way through ny high school years. And
then I went off to -- | left and went off to
col l ege. And, you know, he decided, | guess, that

he was beaten and, you know, no nore dunp trucks
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full of dirt.

But guess what, | woul d imagi ne the
fol ks who own 8520 Morris Road, still get flooded
every spring. And so |'ve been paying attention
toit, as | told you guys earlier, for ny entire
life. | go out there and travel -- | go out to
see that piece of property because ny parents
bought a cornfield, basically. There was a house
that had a couple trees on it, and that was about
it.

And ny brothers and | planted 1,500
trees, probably, on that property. And so anybody
that knows that piece of property knows, when ny
parents sold it, it was advertised as a park-Ilike
setting. And it is a beautiful piece of property
now. And so we go out there a lot. Anytinme |I'm
out at Bradley H gh School, | sw ng by, drive down
the street, see all of your properties.

M. Shade, |'ve seen your horse farm
many tinmes. | stop by, | drive past, | went to
see M. Gavel -- M. and Ms. Gavel, his
property, that old house that's there, |I've seen
all -- nost of your houses. |'ve watched them

being built over the years. Wen we noved there
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when | was a kid, there were 12 houses on Mrris
Road. Twelve. How nany are out there now? |
don't know, probably 30-sonme? Forty?

MR JANZ: | think about 80.

PRESI DENT O GRADY: Ei ghty houses?

Ei ghty houses on Morris Road. So, you know, the
presentation that Ji mnmade, you know, all the
devel opnent that's happened out there over the
years, |'ve seen it all. | nean, there are sone
beauti ful hones on Patterson and Mrris Roads, you
know, and it's going to continue. It wll

conti nue.

It was a great place to grow up. It
was a great place to be when | was in junior high
and high school. It was a great place. Believe
me, it was a great place to be in college. W
parents enjoyed ny friends and | com ng out there.
My dad used to nake everybody spend a night
whenever we woul d go out there and have a bonfire
I n the back of the yard.

But -- so anyway, | really appreciate
all of you guys coming today. | really appreciate
all of your testinony, whether you're for this or

you're against it. | appreciate all of you being
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a part of the process. | appreciate those of you
that are here on behalf of the Darby. M nom was
a part of the very beginnings of the "Don't Drown
Brown" property -- or novenent, back in the day.
And appreciate all the work that all of you guys
have put in over the years.

And by the way, this is only the
| atest. You know, we have had people from Brown
Township comng in here for years and years on al
kinds of different issues. This isn't the first
I ssue or the first ditch petition fromthe area in
Brown Township; this won't be the |ast.

W were just having this conversation
I n the back, you know, so we appreciate all of you
guys being here today. And thank you for all the
work fromthe Engineer's Ofice. So | will second
t he noti on.

THE CLERK: Thank you, M. President.
So the notion has been noved and seconded for the
Resol uti on No. 623-26, which is the reconmmendati on
of the Engineer's Ofice. So nowwe wll vote.

Comm ssi oner Boyce?

COW SSI ONER BOYCE:  Yes.

THE CLERK: Comm ssioner O G ady?
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PRESI DENT O GRADY: Yes.

THE CLERK: Resol ution No. 623-26 has
been adopt ed.

M. President, at this time, unless
there is anything el se before the Board?

PRESI DENT O GRADY: W will close the
publ i c heari ng.

THE CLERK: Thank you. W are

adj our ned.

Ther eupon, the foregoing proceedi ngs

concluded at 12:14 p. m
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State of Chio : CERTI FI CATE
County of Franklin: SS

|, Bridget Mary Hoye, a Notary Public in and
for the State of Chio, do hereby certify that |
transcri bed or supervised the transcription of the
audi o recordi ng of the aforenenti oned proceedi ngs;
that the foregoing is a true record of the
pr oceedi ngs.

| do further certify I amnot a relative,
enpl oyee or attorney of any of the parties hereto,
and further I amnot a relative or enployee of any
attorney or counsel enployed by the parties
hereto, or financially interested in the action.

| N WTNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set ny
hand and affixed ny seal of office at Col unbus,
Chi o, on Cctober 7, 2026.

Bri dget Mary Hoye, Notary Public - State of Chio
My conm ssion expires April 14, 2030.
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